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Prayer Items
r

European YP Conference

r

Irvine SSOT

r

College Work at UCI

For additional details regarding the above
prayer items, please refer to Detailed
Prayer Burdens.

Weekly Truth Pursuit
Life-Study of Galatians, Messages 13 &
14

International: European Young People’s College Work at UCI
Conference, Male Ciche, Poland (July 27- r Continue to pray for the contacting of
August 2)
incoming freshman at UCI during the
summer Student Parents Orientation
r Please pray for the gathering and the
Programs (SPOP). Pray that those who
blending of the young people from all
are contacted are open to the saints, will
over Europe.
remain open, and that the Lord will bring
r Pray for a clear and controlling vision of
many more open and seeking freshman to
God’s economy to be infused into all the
meet the saints during the SPOPs.
young people through the ministry of the
r
Pray for the preparing of a corporate vesword and fellowship in small groups.
sel in the coming weeks that the church
Local: Irvine Summer School of Truth
could contain the Lord's blessing from the
(July 14-26)
campus in the new school year.
r Continue to pray that those attending will
be brought into the experience of what
they are hearing and become lovers of
Christ and His witnesses.
r

Continue to pray for the coordination of
all the serving ones that all the service will
be carried out in one accord and bring
forth Christ to the young people.

Bible Reading
OT Pages

NT Page

Monday

541-542

67

Tuesday

543-544

68

545-546

69

Thursday

547-548

70

Friday

549-550

71

Saturday

551-552

72

Morning Revival
The Intrinsic Significance of the Church,
Week 5

HEARING OF FAITH VERSUS WORKING OF LAW
Galatians 3:2 says, “This only I wish to
learn from you, Did you receive the Spirit by
the works of law or by the hearing of faith?”
Surely we have received the Spirit by the hearing of faith, not by the works of law.
In 3:5 Paul goes on to ask the Galatian
believers, “He therefore Who is supplying to
you the Spirit and doing works of power
among you, is it by the works of law or by the
hearing of faith?” God continues to supply the
Spirit to us also through the hearing of faith,
not at all by the works of law.
SUPPLYING AND RECEIVING
God’s New Testament economy is a matter of supplying the Spirit and receiving the
Spirit. On God’s side, He supplies the Spirit;
on our side, we receive the Spirit. The supplying of the Spirit and the receiving of the Spirit
do not take place once for all. On the contrary,
they are continual. According to 3:2, we have
already received the Spirit. But according to
3:5, God continues to supply the Spirit to us.
Day by day God supplies the Spirit, and day by
day we receive this supply of the Spirit. Therefore, by our experience we know that the supplying of the Spirit and the receiving of the
Spirit take place continually.

THE CONTRAST BETWEEN FAITH AND LAW
Both the supplying of the Spirit and the
receiving of the Spirit are by the hearing of
faith, not by the works of law. The law was the
basis for the relationship between man and
God in God’s Old Testament economy (3:23);
faith is the unique requirement for man to
contact God in His New Testament economy
(Heb. 11:6). Law is related to the flesh (Rom.
7:5) and depends on the effort of the flesh, the
very flesh that is the expression of “I.” Faith is
related to the Spirit, and trusts in the operation of the Spirit, the very Spirit who is the
realization of Christ. In the Old Testament, “I”
and the flesh played an important role in keeping the law. In the New Testament, Christ and
the Spirit take over the position of “I” and the
flesh, and faith replaces law that we may live
Christ by the Spirit. To keep the law by the
flesh is man’s natural way; it is in the darkness
of man’s concept and results in death and
wretchedness (Rom. 7:10-11, 24). To receive
the Spirit by faith is God’s revealed way; it is in
the light of God’s revelation and issues in life
and glory (Rom. 8:2, 6, 10-11, 30). Hence, we
must treasure faith, not the works of law. It is
by the hearing of faith that we have received
the Spirit that we may participate in God’s
promised blessing and live Christ.
(continued on page 2)
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Upcoming Events
r Monday, July 14 - Saturday, July 26,

Summer School of Truth, Irvine, CA
r Monday, July 28 - Saturday, Aug. 2,

Summer Bible Camp, Irvine, CA

Church-related Websites
General: churchinirvine.org
Blog: members.churchinirvine.org
Calendar: calendar.churchinirvine.org
Offerings: offerings.churchinirvine.org
YP: youngpeople.churchinirvine.org

This Week

20TH

r 9:30am–12:00pm Lord’s

22ND

r 7:30–8:30pm Corporate

24TH

r 10:00–11:00am Sisters

25TH

r Evening Small groups in

27TH

r 9:30am–12:00pm Lord’s

Lord’s Day

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

Lord’s Day

Table and prophesying
meetings by districts
prayer meeting at Hall 1—
all languages
prayer meeting at Hall 3
the homes
Table and prophesying
meetings by districts

(continued from page 1)

In 3:22-25 we see a contrast between law
and faith. According to 3:23, “before faith
came we were guarded under law, being shut
up unto the faith which was about to be revealed.” This verse indicates clearly that there
was a time when faith came and was revealed.
According to verses 24 and 25, now that faith
has come we are no longer under the law as
our child-conductor. Faith and law cannot coexist. Before faith came, we were under law.
But now that faith has come and has been revealed, this faith replaces law.
FAITH AND GRACE
In fundamental Christianity it is commonly taught that the law has been replaced by
grace. Theological terms such as the dispensation of law and the dispensation of grace are
used to point out this distinction. According
to this understanding, the Old Testament was
the dispensation of law, whereas the New Testament is the dispensation of grace. Hence,
grace is versus law and replaces law. But have
you ever heard that faith has come to replace
law and that faith is versus law? It is possible
even to say that in the Old Testament there
was a dispensation of law, but in the New Testament there is a dispensation of faith. The
dispensation of grace is also the dispensation
of faith. When grace came, faith came also.
Both grace and faith came with the coming of
Jesus Christ.
What a contrast there is between the
works of law and the hearing of faith! We must
distinguish between a working Christian and a
hearing Christian. What kind of Christian are
you? We all should declare that we are hearing
Christians, not working Christians. To hear is
a great blessing. In the meetings of the church
we come together for the hearing of faith. By
this hearing we receive the supply of the Spirit.
If we would understand the meaning of
the hearing of faith, we need to know what
faith is and also what grace is. Both grace and
faith refer to the same thing. Grace is on God’s
side, but faith is on our side. As we have pointed out, grace is the Triune God processed to be
everything to us. As we hear of this grace, we
spontaneously have faith.
If I were preaching the gospel to primitive
people who had never heard of God, Christ,
the Spirit, the cross, redemption, salvation, or
eternal life, I would tell them that the true God
is a loving and lovable God. I would go on to

r

tell them the story of how God sent His Son,
Jesus Christ, to accomplish redemption for us
by dying on the cross. I would continue by
telling them how wonderful Christ is. I would
want them to know about His death on the
cross and how He shed His blood so that we
might be forgiven. I would tell them that
through Christ’s death and resurrection, the
divine life within Him has been released. I
would also tell them that now Christ, the living
One, is the life-giving Spirit who is waiting to
be received. Those who hear such a gospel
message would spontaneously have the hearing of faith. The word that I would preach
would be a word of grace. But once they have
heard such a word, in their experience it would
become the faith by which they believe.
When people hear of the grace of God in
the preaching of the gospel, something rises up
within them to appreciate what they have
heard. The grace presented to them becomes
in them the faith by which they believe. Spontaneously they begin to appreciate God, Christ,
and the Spirit. They appreciate what Christ has
done in accomplishing redemption. This appreciation is faith. Faith comes when they
begin to appreciate what they hear in the gospel.
—Life Study of Galatians, Message 14

Summer Bible Camp (July 28-August 2)

We need many to serve and to pray for the
SBC. We need much participation from the
saints to carry out this special week and
encourage all parents and burdened saints to
join the last coordination meeting at Hall 1 on
July 27 from 3:30-4:30pm.
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