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For additional details regarding the above
prayer items, please refer to Detailed
Prayer Burdens.

Local: Southern California
 Pray for the High School Brothers and
Sisters Conferences that both will be taking place this coming weekend from
March 21-23.

and issue in the care and shepherding of
others for the building up of the church.

Irvine
Pray for the saints’ pursuing of Christ in
every district that their enjoyment of
Christ in their daily life would increase



Weekly Truth Pursuit
Life-Study of Colossians, Messages 51 &
52

Bible Reading
OT Pages

NT Page

Monday

337-338

1054

Tuesday

339-340

1055

341-342

1056

Thursday

343-344

1057

Friday

345-346

1058

Saturday

347-348

1059

Morning Revival
Crystallization-Study of Genesis, Vol. 4,
Week 19

PLANTED INTO CHRIST
In order to be rooted in Christ, we must
first be planted into Him. In a number of places, the Bible speaks of planting. In the song of
Moses we read these words: “Thou shalt bring
them in, and plant them in the mountain of
thine inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which
thou hast made for thee to dwell in” (Exo.
15:17). Psalm 92:13 says, “Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the
courts of our God.” In Jeremiah 2:21 the Lord
says of His people, “Yet I had planted thee a
noble vine, wholly a right seed,” and in 32:41,
“I will plant them in this land assuredly with
my whole heart and with my whole soul.” In
Matthew 15:13 the Lord Jesus said, “Every
plant which My heavenly Father has not planted shall be rooted up.” According to John 15,
the Lord Jesus regarded Himself as a vine and
the Father as the husbandman, the One who
planted the vine and cares for it. In 1 Corinthians 3:9 Paul says that we, the believers, are
God’s farm (Gk.). He also declares, “I have
planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the
growth” (1 Cor. 3:6, Gk.). Now in Colossians
2:7 we see that we have been rooted into
Christ. Christ is the land, the soil, and God has
planted us into Him.
According to the Scriptures, Christ is the
unique tree into which we have been grafted
and also the land, the soil, into which we have
been planted. We have been both grafted into
Christ and planted into Him. Hence, the good
land with the soil is equal to the tree. This is
another indication that Christ is everything to
us. Since Christ is both the tree and the good
land, we can say that we have been grafted into
Christ and also that we have been planted into
Him. According to John 15, God the Father is
the Planter, the Husbandman, whose Son,
Christ, is the universal vine. This Christ is also
the good land with the soil. We have been
grafted into Christ as the vine and planted into
Him as the soil. Colossians 2:11 speaks of cir-

cumcision, a type of cutting. This is related to
being grafted into Christ. As we have pointed
out, 2:7 speaks of having been rooted in
Christ. This is related to being planted into
Him. In this message our concern is not with
the aspect of grafting, but with the aspect of
planting.
As those who have been planted into
Christ, we have been rooted in Him. Just as the
tiny root hairs absorb the riches from the soil,
so we absorb the rich nourishment of Christ.
We are trees, and Christ is the soil into which
we have been planted and in which we are
rooted. Now we are absorbing His riches into
us, and we grow by the nourishment we receive from these riches.
ONE UNIT IN LIFE
In 1 Corinthians 3:6 Paul says that he
planted, Apollos watered, and God gave the
growth. This indicates that the believers are
plants and that Christ is the soil. Now we need
to ask in what part of our being this planting
has taken place. Certainly it is neither in the
mind nor in the physical body. Rather, it is in
our spirit. The experience of being planted
into Christ and rooted in Him takes place in
our spirit. First Corinthians 6:17 says, “He that
is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.” When a
plant is rooted in the soil, it becomes one with
the soil. First the plant gets into the soil; then
the nourishment in the soil comes into the
plant. In this way, the plant and the soil become one in life. The nourishing element in
the soil corresponds to the life in the plant,
and something within the plant corresponds to
the element in the soil. We may say that there
is a fellowship between the plant and the soil.
In this fellowship those factors in the plant and
in the soil which correspond to each other
become one in life. Thus, the plant and the soil
become one unit in life.
In our spirit we have the experience of
being planted into Christ, for here we are
(continued on page 2)
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Upcoming Events
 Friday, Apr. 4 - Lord’s Day, Apr. 6,

International Training for Elders and
Responsible Ones, Anaheim, CA

Church-related Websites
General: churchinirvine.org
Blog: members.churchinirvine.org
Calendar: calendar.churchinirvine.org
Offerings: offerings.churchinirvine.org
YP: youngpeople.churchinirvine.org

This Week

16TH

 9:30am–12:00pm Lord’s

18TH

 7:30–8:30pm Prayer meet-

20TH

 10:00–11:00am Sisters

21ST

 Evening Small groups in

22ND

 6:00pm Young people’s

23RD

 9:30am–12:00pm Lord’s

Lord’s
Day

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Lord’s
Day

Table and prophesying
meetings by districts
ings by districts

prayer meeting at Hall 3
the homes

(continued from page 1)

joined to Him and become one spirit with
Him. The Lord, who is the soil in which we are
rooted, is the Spirit. If He were not the Spirit,
there would be no way for us to be planted
into Him. Praise Him that He is the Spirit and
that we have been created with a spirit! If we
had only a body and a soul but had no spirit, it
would not be possible for us to be planted into
the Lord as the life-giving Spirit. However,
because the Lord is the Spirit and because we
have a spirit, there is a correspondence between us and Him. When we were regenerated, Christ as the life-giving Spirit became one
with our spirit. As John 3:6 clearly indicates,
regeneration takes place in the spirit. When we
were regenerated, we were rooted in Christ as
the soil. This is the reason Paul uses the perfect
tense in 2:7. We were planted and rooted in
Christ when we were regenerated in spirit.
According to 2:6 and 7, we must be rooted in Christ before we can walk in Him. In
order to walk in Christ, we must absorb the
rich nourishment from the Spirit who dwells
in our spirit. However, if we remain in the
soul—in our mind, emotion, or will—we shall
not receive nourishment or supply. We need
to turn to the spirit, to the very place where we
have been regenerated and planted into the
divine Spirit.
The transaction that took place between
the divine Spirit and our spirit at the time of
regeneration remains forever. We may say that
our spirit has married the divine Spirit and
thus the two spirits have entered into an eternal union. With this marriage there can be no
separation, no divorce. Although the natural
mind may not like this marriage, our spirit
appreciates it. Whenever we face difficulties in
our daily living, we should not remain in the
natural mind, but turn to the spirit. However,
we often prefer to remain in the mind, emo-

tion, or will. If we stay in the soul instead of
turning to the spirit, we shall not be able to
walk in Christ. To walk in Him we must be
rooted in Him in a practical way in our experience. Only when we remain in the spirit are we
actually rooted in Christ and thus able to walk
in Him. We have been planted into Christ. But
when we turn to our spirit, we have the experience of being rooted in Him. Having been
rooted in Christ, we are able to walk in Him.
In this way we experience Christ as the good
land with the rich soil that affords us the nourishing life element. The more we are rooted
into this soil, the more we absorb the nourishment of Christ into our being. This is not the
objective Christ in doctrine; it is the subjective
Christ in our experience.
—Life Study of Colossians, Message 51
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Meeting for Parents of YP—
Saturday, March 29, 6-7:15pm

We will have a parents meeting with the
YP serving ones on Saturday, March 29, during
the YP meeting dinner at Hall 1 from
6-7:15pm. Please come drop off your kids as
usual but stay and eat with us. We will have
some fellowship and pray with you all for our
precious young people and aim to be blended
more into one in our care and shepherding of
them. May the Lord bless this next generation.
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